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organized attempt was made to break the opposing front.
Where the fronts were 'lively' there was war not only in the
trenches but in the air and underground. Aircraft indulged in
bombing raids, but besides this it was part of their regular
work to make daily or almost daily photographic surveys of the
enemy's works. There were air fights between hostile aircraft,
and at various points underground miners were at work pushing
out their mining galleries to blow in a part of the enemy's front
line. There were places where fighting went on for weeks in
costly attempts to secure some commanding point. Such were
the long struggles for the bold heights like the Hartmansweiler-
kopf in the Vosges and the ridge of Notre Dame de Lorette in
northern France. There were forest tracts where, with little
permanent gain for either side, the fronts swayed backwards
and forwards for weeks; such were the Argonne and the wood-
lands of the Lorraine border. There were other places where
the front was never 'quiet' through years of this trench warfare.

On the extreme left of the Allied line the Belgians had made
their front fairly safe by opening the sluices of canal and river
dams and flooding the low ground. But the next sector of the
line, across the undulating ground towards the hills of the
Franco-Belgian border, was for years one of the danger points
of the line. The old Flemish city of Ypres was its centre point.
It had seen many sieges in earlier wars, and though it no longer
counted as a fortress part of its old ring of rampart and ditch
remained. Behind this there were beautiful churches and the
wonderful hall and market house of the cloth guild, one of the
finest monuments of the civil architecture of the Middle Ages.
All these monuments of the past had survived intact the many
sieges of old days, a standing proof that these old wars were not
such devastating terrors as the scientific warfare of the twen-
tieth century. But in the three years' contest for the Ypres line,
the beautiful city became a mass of ruins, and the human
sacrifices of the long struggle rose to hundreds of thousands.

It was by the chance of war that Ypres became the focus of
this tremendous war storm. When the British occupied the
city in October 1914 it was as a step in an intended forward